




Tea with 
Her Majesty.
For the first time ever Bren and I missed, not just a session of, but, 
a whole day of the Brighton conference. We were disappointed 
as this was the last one ever… our disappointment about this 
was overcome by the excitement of being invited to have tea at 
Buckingham Palace in the presence of Her Royal Highness the 
Queen. We were one of two couples sent by Dartford Council 
for service to the Community, the other couple were Colin and 
Pam Cloke. Colin is the Mayor’s Assistant.

On Tuesday 12th July wearing our best ‘bib and tucker’ we 
were chauffeur driven to Buckingham Palace. The driver parked 
on the pavement (and he wasn’t Post Office trained) and we 
met with Colin and Pam for a picnic in St James Park. I never 
dreamed during the days of my life that I spent in St James Park 
and around the Palace with my friends that I would one day be 
sitting with my wife, in the sunshine, drinking champagne, eating 
posh party food and waiting to go through the gates into the 
Queens house to have tea with her. Incredible…

At 3pm we did just that through security and into the Palace and 
through into the garden where we sat among dignitaries and 
service men and women from all over the world – an amazing 
site and then at 4pm the band played the National Anthem and 
everyone stood the see the Queen arrive on the terrace, in the 
same garden as us… it took her nearly an hour to walk to the 
Royal enclosure through a mass of people. We were only about 
50 yards.

We drank her tea, ate a sandwich or two and strolled around 
the gardens – what a place. Then it was time for the Queen to 
leave and for us to go.

We made the very short walk back to our car and we were met 
by Councillor Kite who joined us for the journey home.

July 12th was one of the most memorable days of our lives…

Mick & Bren

Mens 
Weekend

15-17 July – A great time of fellowship and fun together – 
barbeque – assault course – tug of war – cycling (some of these 
activities in the pouring rain) – and a great meal out together.

Praise in the Park
Once again we were able to participate in the Dartford Festival 
with a time of corporate worship and prayers for our town on 
the Sunday morning, 17th July. Our prayers for good weather 
were answered – we had the driest part of the day! It is so good 
to be able to do this and make a positive contribution to the life 
of our community.

Affecting our 
community
Deciding what we, as a small group,  
could do to help the community 

one Thursday evening Marilyn 
brought up the great idea to 
take rubbish out of the river 
down town.

We arrived at the river around 7:30pm, wellies 
on, black bags to hand and long sticks with grab attachments at 
the end, which were supplied by the council.

One hour later we had two traffic cones, two road traffic signs, 
countless glass bottles, one full of beer.

Peter got the prize for the most unusual find, a pair of tights 7 
foot long? 

Tracey and Poppy got the award for removing the worst eyesore, 
they gave up with the welly depth so they went straight in filling 
their boots, the next thing we knew, they are pulling out a huge 
tree branch which even Mick had trouble getting up the bank.

We all pulled a lot of rubbish out in the time we were there and 
we all had great fun.

Ross Mullis



NewDay
Comments from the teenagers who went to Newday:

I loved being with some of my closest friends, all there together 
living for God!

I loved the worship and the meetings/seminars. But what made 
it better was being with all my friends who all worship the same 
amazing God!

I loved the way God amazingly brings together so many different 
people to give praise to him. The Dartford youth were very 
welcoming to the ten people who came from Cyprus.  It was 
great for me to see the youth from Cyprus so encouraged. It’s 
truly beautiful. 

I expected Newday to be an amazing experience but it was so 
much better. Seeing thousands of teenagers worshipping God 
and not being ashamed is so encouraging! I loved how we made 
lifelong friendships with the amazing people from Dartford and 
although we’ve only known each other for one week it feels like 
we’ve known them forever. 

Having been to Newday in the past I kind of knew 
how it worked and was expecting it to be just another 
good year, where we got filled and then went back 
home to wait for the next year but after this year I 
can honestly say that I have never experienced and 
felt God in such a powerful way before.  I find myself 
exited for the year to come as I know that God will 
do such great things in us all.

It’s good to know that there are other people out 
there like you. The worship is good.

Awesome, I really enjoyed it and really met with God.

Newday just keeps getting better! Was amazing to feel God’s 
presence and see Him working in everyone’s life and get to 
know the lovely people from Cyprus! 

It’s great to see DCC teenagers worshipping God! Teaching 
was great especially the themes of the seminars (15-19’s). Let 
every Sunday be as exciting with God moving as much as during 
Newday. Time scales and organisation is dodgy but hey...

Newday has been amazing week. I loved being in all the meetings 
and seminars teaching me new things about God. I am going to 
miss it but will take home all the memories. It was so nice to 
meet everyone from Cyprus, they’re all so lovely. 

My first Newday has been amazing! I loved the meetings and 
seminars and enjoyed worshipping God and finding out more 
about Christianity. Meeting new people has been so much fun, 
especially the people from Cyprus. I’ll miss Newday so much, 
bring on Newday 2012.

Newday was good this year, the guys from Cyprus are amazing. 
Really felt close to God and had a good time with friends. 

A visit to 

Moscow
In August I had the privilege of joining Al on one of his trips to 
Russia, this time to the Moscow Bible Week. We spent the first 
weekend at a church in Tver, north-west of Moscow, staying with 
the pastor and his family, who gave us a very warm welcome and 
lots of good food! It was great to see the work being done in 
the church there, particularly as they have faced some difficult 
times in recent years with changes in leadership. We were then 
driven (for 6 hours, guided by a Sat nav with the voice of Russian 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin!) to a conference centre in the 
middle of a forest in the Moscow suburbs, where the Bible Week 
was taking place. The conference was divided into adults/leaders 
sessions and Mobilise sessions for youth and students, with 
everyone joining together for the evening meetings. 
Members of the English team, including Al and Stef 
Liston, spoke powerfully throughout the week, helped 
by the amazing team of translators. In the Mobilise 
sessions it was great to see God speaking powerfully to 
many individuals and people being healed throughout 
the week. One of the most striking things for me 
about this conference was the real sense of joy among 

the Russian people. Compared with my previous experiences 
of Russia, the difference was amazing – here it was the older 
generations who were leading conga lines during worship and 
dancing until late into the evening! For a country which has had 
a long history of troubles and which continues to face many 
problems, it was great to see the Church standing out as having 
something worth celebrating! This was shown in particular on 
the final night of the conference, which was a surreal evening 
of Russian entertainment involving team games, craft, charades, 
singing and culminating in everyone joining together in a barn 
dance! Even though I had only known these people for a few 
days, the sense of fellowship and family was very much there. 
We ended our trip with a weekend in central Moscow, where 
Al preached at two churches before heading back to England. It 
was great to have met Christians from across Russia – some had 
come all the way from Vladivostok in the Far East – and to see 
what God is doing in that nation. I look forward to many more 
trips back there in the near future. 

David White


